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Murray Cruising & 

Best of South Australia
Day 1: Thursday 13th September           Depart Brisbane / Adelaide                                                     [In-flight Meals/D]

This morning we meet at the Brisbane Domestic Airport for our flight to South Australia. We arrive in Adelaide late afternoon, where we will be met and transferred to our overnight hotel, enjoying dinner in the hotel’s restaurant.
Overnight: Comfort Hotel Adelaide Riviera
Day 2: Friday 14th  September             McLaren Vale / Victor Harbour / Mundarra


  [B/L/D]

We’ll enjoy an early breakfast at our hotel before heading south to McLaren Vale where we will stop in at Oxenberry Farm where we will indulge in some wine tasting as well as a Fruit Fondu from Bracegirdle’s – famous for their divine, handmade chocolate.  Afterwards, we continue our journey to Victor Harbour where we get to experience a ride in the horse-drawn tram across to Granite Island. Once connected to the mainland, Granite Island is home to approximately 150 little penguins and has historical and cultural significance for the Ngarrindjeri people and is included in the Dreaming legend of Ngurunderi. We stop here for lunch before exploring the Penguin Centre and then taking the horse-drawn tram back over to Victor Harbour. As we depart Victor Harbour, we’ll stop in at the Victor Harbour Winery & Hindmarsh Valley Dairy for wine and cheese tastings, before we make our way to historic Mannum, birthplace of the Murray River trade and communication. Here, we board the delightful PS Murray Princess. As we cruise down river, we enjoy pre-dinner drinks and dinner onboard. This evening is a great opportunity to spot the nocturnal wildlife on the riverbank, as we cruise under floodlight to our overnight mooring at Mundarra. Watch for grey kangaroos, hairy-nosed wombats, Murray long necked tortoises, spoon-beaked egrets and many other species. After dinner tonight, enjoy entertainment onboard – a fantastic way to end such a wonderful day!
Overnight: PS Murray Princess
Day 3: Saturday 15th  September 
Murray Bridge / Craignook / Murray River Cup
                [B/L/D]

In 1879 the first bridge to span the Murray River was built at Edwards Crossing, which quickly became the bustling township of Murray Bridge. After a hearty breakfast to start our day, we join a guided tour of the town’s historic landmarks and local attractions. This afternoon our upriver journey begins, with a special presentation on the bounty of food and wine produced in the river lands. Tonight we moor at Craignook, where we can look forward to dinner and all the fun and excitement of the Murray River Cup!

Overnight:  PS Murray Princess
Day 4: Sunday 16th  September             Craignook / River View Lodge / Captain’s Dinner and Dance     [B/L/D]

We’ll get in a little bit of exercise this morning as it’s all ashore for the guided nature walk, where our guide will share the secrets of the local flora and fauna. It’s then all aboard the PS Murray Princess as we depart for the big river gorges and 90m cliffs of the upper river. At the 207km mark, we turn and head down river to River View Lodge where your discovery vessel awaits for a backwater wildlife tour. Traveling in small, personalised groups, we explore the maze of backwaters, creeks and lagoons. The birdlife is amazing. Keep an eye out for darters, herons and egrets feeding along the river’s muddy edges. Late afternoon, as we watch a spectacular river sunset, this is the perfect opportunity for photography enthusiasts to capture a magnificent sight. We’ll finish off the day and spend our last night aboard the Murray Princess by joining the Captain and Officers for pre-dinner drinks and the finale Captain’s Dinner and Dance.
Overnight:  PS Murray Princess
Day 5: Monday 17th September             
Barossa Valley / Adelaide




[B/L/D]

After breakfast, PS Murray Princess arrives at Mannum where sadly we say farewell to our floating home for the past few days. We board our coach and travel to the historic township of Angaston in the Barossa Valley, where we have the opportunity to purchase scrumptious dried fruit products at the Angas Park Fruit Company. We enjoy some free time in Angaston to soak up the National Trust Buildings, shops and cafes. We then make our way up to Mengler’s Lookout which offers incredible sweeping views of the Barossa Valley and the chance to explore the International Sculpture Park. Our journey then continues onto the Château Barossa, one of the Barossa Valley’s newest and most exciting destinations. The complex contains the spectacular rose garden that was officially opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 2002. It also contains the beautiful Antique Museum, which contains a private collection of antique furniture and Meissen Porcelain considered one of the most valuable and important in the world.  We’ll stop for lunch here and we can also browse the Wine and Rose Gift Shop and then finally taste the exclusive wines in the Cellar Door. This afternoon our journey continues as we head to Nuriootpa, where we stop in at the Maggie Beer Farm for an exclusive and interactive cooking demonstration that will teach you how to utilize Maggie’s Verjuice, making it your new secret weapon in the kitchen. With new cooking skills under your belt, we’ll make our way to Clare, first stopping at Freeling, with the chance to snap pictures of the Gungellan Hotel and Truckstop, as seen in the hit TV Series, McLeod’s Daughters. Upon arrival in Clare, we’ll check into our accommodation and enjoy dinner at their in-house restaurant. 
Overnight: Clare Country Club Hotel
Day 6: Tuesday 18th September
               Clare Valley



  
              [B/L/D]

After breakfast this morning we’ll begin our exploration of the Clare Valley, heading to Mintaro, where we’ll attempt to find our way through the Mintaro Maze. This living hedge maze, consisting of over 800 conifers, 
features fountains, twists and turns to trick even the most committed explorer. And if this isn’t your thing, there’s plenty more to enjoy, with a range of giant-sized games featuring local Mintaro slate as well as the quirky gift shop to browse. We’ll enjoy morning tea here before heading to the famous Martindale Hall for a tour of this magnificent mansion. This 19th century Georgian mansion was built in 1879 for a 21 year old sheep farmer, Edmund Bowman Jnr, it was designed as a home for entertainment and sporting activities. Martindale Hall achieved public notoriety in 1975 when it was featured in the successful Australian film “Picnic at Hanging Rock”, directed by Peter Weir. 

After leaving Martindale Hall, we’ll stop for lunch before heading to Sevenhill Cellars, the oldest winery in the Clare Valley. We’ll take a step back in history on a guided tour, which follows a walking trail that takes in Sevenhills significant wine and spiritual sites, including the Underground Cellar, old-vine vineyards, St Ignatius of Loyola Shrine and St Aloysius’ Church with its underground crypt. Before we leave Sevenhill Cellars, we’ll indulge in some wine tasting. Enjoy some time to relax and freshen up before dinner at our hotel tonight.

Overnight: Clare Country Club Hotel
Day 7: Wednesday 19th September                Adelaide Hills / Hahndorf 



              [B/L/D]

After breakfast, we depart Clare and make our way to Australia’s oldest chocolate maker at Haighs Chocolate Factory and Visitors Centre in Parkside, where we have the chance to view static heritage displays and enjoy free tastings with free tea & coffee before being free to shop in the chocolate store to your heart’s (or stomach’s!) content. We then head on up to Mount Lofty Lookout, the highest peak in the Adelaide Hills, taking in the magnificent views back across Adelaide and out to sea. Our journey continues as we make our way to the Historic German Village of Hahndorf; Australia’s oldest surviving German Village with many original buildings that house a mixture of interesting German and Australian History. Relax and enjoy lunch at the famous Hahndorf Inn with its unique atmosphere. After lunch, take some time to enjoy browsing the main street with over 70 specialty gift, boutique and handcraft shops and gourmet deli’s. This afternoon we depart Hahndorf for Adelaide where we spend the night and enjoy dinner at our hotel.

Overnight: Comfort Hotel Adelaide Riviera
Day 8: Thursday 20th September                  Return to Brisbane 



             [B/In-flight Meals]

We enjoy our final breakfast in Adelaide this morning before boarding our coach and transferring to Adelaide Airport for our return flight to Brisbane, taking with us many fantastic memories and friendships from our South Australian Touring and Murray River Cruising!
Itinerary is correct at time of printing and subject to change without notice.

For enquiries and bookings please contact the friendly Uplift team at:-

Uplift Tours and Travel

P. 07 3283 1966   F. 07 3465 0131   E. reservations@uplifttours.com
Shop 3 Cominos Arcade  Redcliffe  Qld  4020    PO Box 1100 Redcliffe  Qld  4020 
TAG 3265094       © Uplift Tours and Travel Pty Ltd  
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