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A Hunter Valley Chrismtas
Day 1 
Sat 22nd December
        Redcliffe Peninsula – Tenterfield – Glen Innes - Armidale             [MT/L/D]

Pack your bags and your Christmas spirit for our festive trip to the Hunter Valley. Leaving the Redcliffe Peninsula behind us we head to the Abbey of the Roses, a former Sisters of Mercy Convent, built by the Catholic Church in Warwick. Enjoy a guided tour and morning tea here. We continue our travel through the Granite Belt region crossing the border into New South Wales at Wallangarra, arriving in Tenterfield for lunch with an opportunity to visit the historic School of the Arts Building made famous by the Sir Henry Parkes Federation Speech. Time permitting we’ll also visit the Tenterfield Saddler. We will then continue to Glen Innes and visit Australia’s version of Stonehenge, the fascinating Australian Standing Stones, for a brief break. Finally, we make our way to the University City of Armidale, arriving late afternoon, where we will head to our accommodation for the night and enjoy dinner here.
Overnight: Armidale

Day 2  
Sun 23rd December
       Armidale – Tamworth – Upper Hunter Valley - Maitland               [B/MT/L/D]

This morning after breakfast, we continue our journey through Uralla, the haunt for well-known bushranger Captain Thunderbolt. Arriving in Tamworth, we explore the Country Music Capital of Australia. Visit the Golden Guitar Tourist Complex and wander through the Country Music Gallery of Stars Wax Museum where we will also enjoy morning tea. It’s then onto the Upper Hunter Valley with a stop at Hunter Belle Cheeses in Muswellbrook. Here they produce unique, handmade cheese products made from the milk of local Brown Swiss Cows.  Enjoy a talk and a tasting of the cheeses as well as lunch. Continuing on we tour Woodlands Stud in Denman, Australia’s biggest horse stud and home to champion racehorses including Octagonal. Heading through Singleton we arrive into Maitland, our home for the next three nights. Dinner tonight will be at our accommodation.
Overnight: Maitland

Day 3
Mon 24th December             Hunter Valley Highlights/Christmas Lights

                            [B/D]

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast today before we visit the magnificent Hunter Valley Gardens, spanning 25 hectares with twelve spectacular international gardens modelled on traditional gardens from around the world. They include a rose garden, Italian Grotto, Japanese gardens and Storybook gardens to name a few. Having strolled around the gardens we explore the nearby village which houses many specialty shops, boutique galleries and cafes where we can purchase lunch at own expense. Continuing on, we tour past some of Australia’s most famous vineyards stopping for a tasting at McGuigan Wines.  Our day would not be complete without a visit to the Hunter Valley Chocolate Company for a sample of their fine locally made Belgian chocolate!  We then visit the historic river port of Morpeth with the opportunity to explore the galleries, boutiques, antique shops that Morpeth is renowned for. We will have an early dinner tonight at our hotel before heading back to the Hunter Valley Gardens for Christmas Eve viewing Australia’s biggest Christmas lights display. There are over 1 million lights on display and of course…Santa Claus will be there too!

Overnight: Maitland
Day 4
Tues 25th December


        Christmas Day

        


    [B/L/D]

Merry Christmas! A hearty breakfast and a relaxing morning awaits us with an opportunity for morning church services before taking in the historic sights of Maitland. Heading back to the motel we can freshen up before our Traditional Christmas lunch with our new found friends on tour. In the afternoon we will have a brief tour of the mural town of Kuri Kuri, possibly the fastest growing mural town in the world with 51 murals completed.! Tonight we’ll have a light dinner at our accommodation after an enjoyable yet relaxing Christmas Day in the Hunter Valley!
Overnight: Maitland
Day 5
Wed 26th December

                     Maitland – Port Macquarie


                   [B/L/D]

Saying goodbye to our hosts we set off to Williamstown Air Force Base and enjoy a guided tour of Fighter World. We will discover a collection of Australian Fighter and aircraft related history, with an insight of over 100 years of aviation history. Then it’s onto Port Stephens where we board the MV Moon Shadow for our dolphin cruise on the crystal clear waters of Nelsons Bay. The bay is home to around 90 bottlenose dolphins. Witness the dolphins that live inside the Port and see how they interact on this one and a half hour cruise. Back on shore we head north to the holiday resort town of Port Macquarie for our last night.
Overnight: Port McQuarie
Day 6
Thurs 27th December


  Port Macquarie – Redcliffe Peninsula

                  [B/MT]
With an early start we head north through Kempsey and Macksville to Coffs Harbour for morning tea, before continuing through South Grafton to Maclean for lunch (at own expense). Maclean is known for its Scottish Heritage. Take the chance to admire the tartan poles that line the streets commemorating the town’s heritage. Travelling through Ballina then on to the Tweed, we cross into Queensland. We will arrive back on the Peninsula at teatime after a wonderful Christmas adventure in the picturesque Hunter Valley.
Itinerary is correct at time of printing and subject to change without notice.

For enquiries and bookings please contact the friendly Uplift team at:-

Uplift Tours and Travel

P. 07 3283 1966   F. 07 3465 0131   E. reservations@uplifttours.com
Shop 3 Cominos Arcade  Redcliffe  Qld  4020    PO Box 1100 Redcliffe  Qld  4020 
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